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Introduction

The 36" Meeting of the RCA Regional Office Standing Advis€ommittee (RCARO SAC)
was held on 8 May 2023, in Rydges World Square&ydney, Australia. The Meeting was
attended by Ms Natascha Spark (the incoming RCArCR& of AUL), Mr Tran Chi Thanh
(Immediate past RCA Chair, NR of VIE), Mr. Maoxiongong (China Nuclear Energy
Association) on behalf of Mr Huang Ping (Immediatext RCA Chair, NR of CPR),
Cheonkyeong Park (Korea Nuclear International Coatpmn Foundation) on behalf of Ms Si
Jeong Park (NR of ROK), and representatives framlAEA, Mr Gashaw Gebeyehu Wolde
(SH-TCAP1) and Mr Sinh Hoang (RCA FP).

1. Opening

Mr Tran Chi Thanh, the immediate past RCA Chair, BNRVIE, officially opened the
meeting. He thanked the RCARO in assisting the RXBAirmanship last year in organizing
several important events, including thé"58nniversary of RCA. He wished for a successful
and fruitful meeting.

Ms Natascha Spark, the incoming RCA Chair, NR_ofLAlthanked the RCARO for its
contributions to the RCA. She also acknowledgedappteciated the support by the Korean
Government to the RCARO in the last 20 years.

2. Adoption of the Agenda and Appointment of Rappaeur

The agenda was reviewed and adopted with no amendiREARO was appointed as
rapporteur.

The SAC adopted the draft agenda with no amendmerand appointed the RCARO as
rapporteur.

3. Discussion on Major Issues on the RCARO Activiés

3.1. Symposium for celebrating the 20th Anniversarpf the RCA Regional Office

The RCARO presented on the results of holding yrmapesium for celebrating the 20th

Anniversary of the establishment of the RCARO. Uritle theme, “Cooperative Leadership
in Nuclear Science & Technology and Sustainableelgment in the Asia-Pacific Region:

Future Vision of the RCARO,” the symposium was ssstul in bringing together diverse

RCA stakeholders to share their valuable experianckinsights on the regional cooperation
with the RCA and RCARO and exploring further cotiedttive opportunities for the benefits

of the RCA GPs.



The SAC congratulated the successful host of theternational symposium celebrating
the 20" anniversary of the establishment of the RCARO. TheSAC noted that
RCARO'’s new initiatives as a follow-up of the sympsium are well in line with the RCA
Declaration 2022 and supported them as the new dmvs of the RCA's future to further
enhance the RCA Programme.

3.2. Enlarging the horizon of RCA stakeholders thragh partnerships

The RCARO briefed on its previous partnership oty and projects, including the
implementation of “RCA/UNOSSC Project on Electroreatn Applications for Value
Addition to Food and Industrial Products and Degtah of Environmental Pollutants in the
Asia-Pacific region (Phase 1&2)” and hosting theof®$éhop on Accelerating the Adoption
of eBeam/X-ray technologies in Asia and the Pdtifihe workshop, held last November,
was co-organized with the Office of Radiologicat&@dty (ORS), National Nuclear Security
Administration of the US Department of Energy. Bhse the success of the previous
activities/projects as well as the recommendatfoos the 339 33% and 38' RCARO SAC
Meetings, RCARO reported on its plan to develogwa project on eBeam technology and its
applications in partnership with the ORS. A congeggter has been prepared to submit to the
SAC for review and approval for using the fastfragechanism according to the Annex 3 of
the RCA GOR.

The SAC congratulated the RCARO for the successfudrganization of the “Workshop
on Accelerating the Adoption of EBeam/X-ray technaidgies in Asia and the Pacific” co-
organized with the Office of Radiological Security(ORS) of the US Department of
Energy (DOE).

The SAC, noting the continued needs of the regiomithe field of EBeam technology
applications and the value of further fostering tebnology transfer, supported the
concept of the new partnership project with the DOEand approved the fast-tracking
for the project development in line with the Annex3 of the RCA GOR.

The SAC recommended the RCARO consider linking thdAEA's flagship initiatives
with future partnership projects.

3.3. Diversifying cooperative activities to meet th needs of the RCA

The RCARO presented on its activities undertakedeurthe framework of the RCARO
Managed Projects, RP02 and03, and its initiativetdot the new R&D programme. Through
implementation of RCA Research Projects, RCAROfbard a strong demand of the region



in the field of collaborative R&D and thus, submdta proposal to the Government of Korea
to seek possibility of additional funding. The nd&&D programme was approved to
accommodate two research projects for two yeamnasitial stage. Korean institutes were
invited to submit research proposals accordinght® dpecified theme and scope of the
programme. Completing the selection process in R&D projects will be implemented by
the selected Korean institutes in collaboratiorhwite RCA GPs.

The SAC took note of the progress and plans for theRCA RP02 and RPO03
implemented under the framework of the RCARO Managd Project. The SAC noted
that RP02 is to be completed this year and recommdad the RCARO consider
publishing the achievement report to visualize angbublicize the substantive results ot
the project. The SAC also recommended the RCARO poeed with the survey on new
themes for the new Research Project under the RCAR®lanaged Project.

The SAC noted the progress and plans for the new R& programme funded by the
Korean Government to be implemented in line with tle relevant law, rules, regulations
and procedures of the Korean Government on the Naihal R&D Programme.

3.4. Increasing the RCA Visibility

The RCARO presented on its achievements in implémgeliverse promotional activities:
participation in regional/international conferencdmlding RCA exhibitions at special
occasions; implementing RCA expert supporting progne; operation of the RCA website;
publication of promotional materials (RCA brochuseiccess stories and newsletters); and
production of RCA promotional videos.

In order to implement the promotional activitiesainmore systematic manner and find ways
to improve the effectiveness of these activitie€ARO plans to hold a strategic workshop
this year inviting relevant experts, to set a sggtdirection and formulate an appropriate
mechanism for effective promotion of the RCA. Tstend, RCARO will conduct interviews
and surveys targeting the RCA NRs, IAEA, and otk&vant stakeholders in Q2 this year, to
identify views/needs/issues related to the RCA mioonal activities.

The SAC, noting the importance of enhancing the RCAisibility within and outside the
RCA to draw more attention and interests from variaus stakeholders, welcomed th
RCARO’s plan to host a strategic workshop to idenfy strategic directions in
implementing RCA promotional activities. The SAC ewrouraged the RCARO, through
the workshop and surveys, hear and accommodate déifent ideas and opinions of
various communications professionals from the RCA B8s as well as the IAEA.
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3.5. Other Projects and Activities

The RCARO reported on its achievements and planhé&oother projects and activities:

* Supporting the IAEA and RCA Chair in RCA adminisitra matters and coordination
of activities;

« Publication of RCA Newsletters;

* Organization of Workshop on Enhancing Capability f@eveloping, Using and
Maintaining Radiation Equipment;

* Capacity building on radiation application techrgis; and

* RCARO Fellowship Programme.

Some of the issues discussed included the roldnefRegional Office as the Think-tank
supporting the activities of Committees and WGsl@veloping/identifying strategies and
directions for the RCA; RCARQO’s achievements inlmibing RCA newsletters last year; and
RCARO’s new initiative to implement a new degreeurse in cooperation with the
University of Science and Technology (UST) of Kofeagranting the master’s and doctoral
degrees to the RCA students.

The SAC expressed appreciation to the RCARO for itscontribution to various
activities to support the RCA policy matters that nclude assisting the IAEA and the
RCA Chair. The SAC also welcomed RCARO’s new initiive to act as the Think-tank
to support the improvement of the RCA Programme.

The SAC took note of the RCARO’s plan to expand itscurrent capacity building
programme in nurturing young professionals in the feld of nuclear science and
technology in cooperation with the University of Sience and Technology (UST).

4. Arrangement for the 37" SAC Meeting

The Meeting was informed that the™RCARO SAC Meeting will be held on the day prior
to the 53 RCA GCM.

5. Closing

The Chair of the Meeting thanked the SAC membaergheir advice and recommendations.
The Chair also thanked the RCARO for the excelleotk and encouraged the RCARO to
continue supporting the RCA.





