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Introduction

The 43¢ RCA Meeting of National Representatives was helihe on 28-29 April 2021,
via video conferencing.

The Meeting was attended by 20 RCA GovernmentéZarfiustralia (AUL), Bangladesh
(BGD), China (CPR), Cambodia (KAM), India_(IND),danesia (INS), Japan (JPN),
Korea (ROK), Laos (LAO), Malaysia (MAL), MongolidON), Myanmar (MYA), Nepal
(NEP), New Zealand_(NZE), Pakistan (PAK), Philigsn(PHI), Singapore (SIN), Sri
Lanka (SRL), Thailand (THA) and Vietham (VIE). Repentatives from the RCA
Regional Office (RCARO) and FNCA also joined thediig.

Mr Hua Liu (DDG-TC), Ms Jane Gerardo-Abaya (DIR-TEA Mr Gashaw Gebeyehu
Wolde (SH-TCAP1), and Mr Sinh Van Hoang (RCA-FR)resented the IAEA.

The list of participants is given linnex 1

Opening

a. Opening of the 43 RCA NRM by the RCA Chair (Malaysia)

Mr Abdul Rahim Harun, the Deputy Director GenerlMalaysian Nuclear Agency, the
RCA Chair and NR of MAL, officially opened the Méa®y. His speech is provided in
Annex 2

b. Statement of the Representative of the Incomin@hairmanship Country of the
RCA (Thailand)

Mr Permsuk Sutchaphiwat, the Secretary-Generalfiid€of Atoms for Peace, delivered
his statement. His speech is providedimex 3.

c. Statement of the Representative of the IAEA

Mr Hua Liu, Deputy Director General and Head of Beement of Technical Cooperation,
IAEA, delivered his statement. His speech is predithAnnex 4.

d. Remarks of the Outgoing RCA Chair

Mr Abdul Rahim Harun, the NR of MAL, delivered hismarks as the outgoing RCA
Chair. His speech is provided Amnex 5.

e. Designation of the New RCA Chair and Rapporteurs

Mr Abdul Rahim Harun, the NR of MAL, officially ammunced that the RCA chairmanship
has transferred to Thailand.

Ms Suchin Udomsomporn, the NR of THA, was unanimoug elected as the new
RCA Chair.




THA, VIE and RCARO were appointed as Rapporteurs fo the Meeting.

f. Remarks of the New RCA Chair

Ms Suchin Udomsomporn, the NR of THA, thanked thdipipants of the Meeting and
announced her commitment in fulfilling her rolethe incoming RCA Chair. Her speech
is provided inAnnex 6.

1. Adoption of the Agenda — RCANRM(43)/1

The Meeting adopted the provisional agenda witamendmentAnnex 7).

The Meeting adopted the agenda with no amendment.

2. Review of the implementation of the RCA Programmen 2020 by RCA FP —
RCANRM(43)/2

The RCA-FP presented on the review of the impleateort of the RCA Programme in
2020 Annex 8).

The Meeting took note of the report on the implemetation of the RCA Programme
in 2020 and thanked the Secretariat, National RCA Bpresentatives, Lead Country
Coordinators, and National Project Coordinators for the effective implementation
of the RCA Programme in 2020. The Meeting noted thadespite the challenges
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the RCA projectsni 2020 were well
implemented with a high implementation rate of 96.%.

The Meeting requested the RCA-FP to provide a fulist of procurement for review
at the 50" RCA GCM.

3. Overview of the draft RCA Annual Report for 2020 by RCA FP -
RCANRM(43)/3

The RCA-FP provided an overview of the draft RCAWAal Report for 2020Annex 9).

The Meeting took note of the draft RCA Annual Repot 2020. The Meeting agreec
that any comments and recommendations on the dra&hould be provided by the
NRs to the RCA Chair, RCARO and the RCA-FP using tack changes by 20 May
2021.

JPN noted the importance of recording the financialreport of other cooperative
activities by RCARO.

The Meeting took note of the submission of the natnal in-kind contributions by
the eight (8) GPs and encouraged the remaining GRs submit the report on
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national in-kind contributions to the RCARO by 20 May to be consolidated into the
RCA Annual Report.

The draft will be revised and finalized by the RCAChair, RCARO and the RCA-
FP and circulated to the NRs by 10 June 2021.

4. Proposed suggestions to enhance the implementatiohthe RCA Programme in
2021 in the unpredictable and complicated situatiofdevelopment of the COVID-
19 pandemic by RCA FP — RCANRM(43)/4

The RCA-FP provided a presentation on the propcaaghestions to enhance the
implementation of the RCA Programme in 2021 in timpredictable and complicated

situation/development of the COVID-19 panderfiaiiex 10).

In regards to the extension of the current on-ggrajects, while the virtual means are

highly encouraged to be used for the implementatéractivities to avoid project

extensions, the Meeting agreed that considerationld be given to grandfathering of
fundamental project activities that require phylsmaangements to achieve the project

goals.

The Meeting took note of the suggestions on the irngmentation of the RCA
Programme proposed by the RCA-FP. Considering theitsiation of the COVID-19
pandemic, it is foreseen that virtual events will antinue to replace physical ones in
2021 and 2022. In such circumstances, the Meetingndorsed the below,
recommendations:

For on-going projects:

e GPs are requested to establish adequate IT platforsmand deliver project
activities both at national and regional level virtally in place of face-to face as
much as possible.

e LCCs, TOs and RCA FP are requested to review and gkt project workplan
in such a way that almost all project activities (HR-related activities) can be
implemented virtually, and project can achieve theset objective and finish on
time. Project extension needs to be avoided but wiexceptions to those projects
with activities that require physical activities.

* The TCFs saved from the implementation of virtual gents are requested for
procurement of equipment, tools, spare parts, etc.necessary for the
implementation of the project. LCCs, TOs and RCA FPare requested to
consider and agree on items of procurement to enseiprocurements are in line
with the objective of project.

For new project designs for 2022-2023 TC Cycle, LCEare requested to identify:
which regional events (HR-related) can be implemeed virtually and which
ones should be implemented face-to-face, then al&de funds for each activity
properly;

* pieces of equipment, tools and spare parts neededrfimplementation of
project, then estimate funds for procurement; and




* on-line training materials that need to be developdunder projects and allocate
funds accordingly.

In regards to the production of training materials, the Meeting agreed that regiona
experts who are involved in the process should fyll be appreciated and the
copyright of the training materials should be dulyrespected and protected.

5. Update on conducting social and economic impact asssment of RCA projects in
support of the 50" Anniversary of the RCA by RCA FP — RCANRM(43)/5

The RCA-FP provided an update on conducting sagidleconomic impact assessment of

RCA projects in support of the B@&nniversary of the RCAAnnex 11).

The Meeting took note of the update on conductingogial and economic impact
assessment of RCA projects in support of the 80Anniversary of the RCA delivered
by RCA-FP and appreciated the comprehensive work dee.

The Meeting endorsed the follow-on plan on developg the socio-economic impact
assessment for Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) and Ré&therapy (RT) as attached
in Annex 11. The Meeting recommended the NRs to dgsate most appropriate
experts to answer the questionnaire and work closglwith the designated experts
to ensure that the questionnaire is completed in thbest possible manner by 5 Jun.
2021.

6. Review of the progress of the RCA projects by LCCs RCANRM(43)/6

Progress reports on the implementation of each Rf@fect were provided by the Lead

Countries responsiblédfinexes 12 to 2Y.

Project Number LCC Annex
RAS5084 AUL 12
RAS6087 AUL 13
RAS7031 AUL 14
RAS7037 AUL 15
RAS5077 CPR 16
RAS7035 CPR 17
RAS7028 INS 18
RAS6086 JPN 19
RAS6093 ROK 20
RAS6097 ROK 21
RAS9092 ROK 22
RAS1022 MAL 23
RAS5081 NZE 24
RAS6096 _NZE 25
RAS5087 VIE 26
RCARPO1 INS 27




The Meeting took note of the reports of RCA Projectctivities undertaken in 2020
and appreciated the LCCs of respective country foactive collaborations.

7. Report of the RCA Programme Advisory Committee by RAC Chair —
RCANRM(43)/7

The Chair of RCA Programme Advisory Committee pded the report of the RCA PAC,
including the items as follows;
a. Report on the activities of the RCA PAC — RCANRM(4)/7.1 (Annex 28)
b. Report on the preparation of the RCA Programme for 2022-2023 -
RCANRM(43)/7.2 (Annex 29)

The Meeting took note that the RCA project design022/23 have received excellent
reviews in the quality reviews carried out by th@ Frogramme Support and
Coordination Division of the IAEA.

The Meeting took note of the report of RCA PAC andappreciated the contribution
made by the RCA PAC. The Meeting approved the follwing recommendations by
the RCA PAC:

* The roles and responsibilities of the NPCs shouldebconveyed to them
through the relevant extract of the GOR at the begining of each project
cycle, and it should be an item on the Agenda of éhkick-off meeting of each
project.

e The NRs consider revising the procedure for projectievelopment for future
TC cycles taking into consideration the need for leg term planning, the
specific needs of new GPs, and ensuring a balange@gramme.

* The needs of the new GPs are assessed through cdiagions with new GPs
and through expert missions conducted under RAS008&nhancing the
Management and Implementation of Activities under he Framework). It is
also recommended to establish a mentoring schemetlween new GPs and
RCA GPs with expertise in areas of their needs, toromote TCDC.

» Sufficient time should be allowed for finalizing the reports of the meetings of
RCA NRs and decisions agreed at the meetings shouidt be subsequently
changed as stipulated in the GOR. The PAC also resonends that the
duration of NRMs should be long enough to allow fosufficient time for
discussion of all Agenda items, and LCC reports shubd continue to be an
Agenda Item, even if the Meetings are held as viral meetings.

The Meeting endorsed the planned meetings of RCA RAand workplan on the
preparations for RCA TC Programme for 2024/25 givenin Annex 28 to 29.

For RCA TC Programme for 2022/2023, the Meeting agred to submit the below
list of seven (7) projects to the IAEA for furtherprocess, with six (6) projects to
commence in 2022 and one (1) project in 2023.
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Concept
Code

Project Title

LCC

RAS202010

Improving the Safety and Quality of Radiotherapy in
Asia Pacific Region through Auditing and Medical
Physicist Training

CPR

RAS202011

Improving the Quality Management Practices in
Radiation Processing Facilities for Better Perfanoes
and Applications

MAL

RAS202012

Standardization of Radiotherapy in Palliative Garthe
RCA Region

JPN

RAS202013

Strengthening Clinical Application of Hypofractided
Radiotherapy in the RCA Region

ROK

RAS202014

Assessing and Mitigating Agro Contaminants to Inverc
Water Quality and Soil Productivity in Catchmentsirg)
Integrated Isotopic Approaches

AUL

RAS202015

Enhancing the Regional Collaboration in Water and
Environmental Isotope Analysis for Improvement of
Water Management Practices, an Effort to Alleviate
Climate Change Impacts in Asia Pacific Region

VIE

RAS202016

Enhancing Regional Capabilities in Advanced Non-
Destructive Testing (NDT) Techniques and Applicasio
for Improved Safety and Inspection Performance in

Industries

MAL

8. Report of the RCA Regional Programme Framework for2024-2029 by PAC

Chair —- RCANRM(43)/8

The RCA PAC Chair presented the report of the R@§iBhal Programme Framework
(RPF) for 2024-2029Annex 30, specifically on the summary of the procedurespaed
for development of the RPF, the contents of the RiRFthe recommendations made for

the consideration of the NRM.

The meeting noted the importance of the projecisaie the RPF being aligned with the
fields of interest of the potential internationagfonal partners such as WB, ADB, JICA,

KOICA, ChinaAid, USAID, DFAT Aid etc.

2028/29.

The Meeting took note of the report of RCA PAC onhe RCA Regional Programme
Framework (RPF) for 2024-2029. The Meeting endorsetthe RPF to be used in the
development of the RCA Programmes for the TC cyclesf 2024/25, 2026/27 an

The Meeting agreed to include “radioisotope produgbn” as part of the future
directions under Nuclear Medicine of thematic secto“Human Health”.

The Meeting agreed on the need of bringing in addiinal financial resources to the
RCA Programme and asked GPs to take proactive actip on establishing
partnerships with regional and international stakefolders.
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9. Revision of the Terms of Reference of the RCA PAC yb PAC Chair —
RCANRM(43)/9

The RCA PAC Chair presented the revised Terms térieace of the RCA PACAhnex
31). JPN proposed to revise the number of years pémence required for new PAC
members from 6 years to a sufficient period of {imbich is to be determined by the NR
nominating the new member.

The Meeting endorsed the revised Terms of Referencd the RCA PAC subject to
the revision proposed by JPN.

10. Report on the activities of the RCARO — RCANRM(43)10

The Director of the RCARO provided the report ateg of the RCAROANnex 32. JPN
requested to further discuss how to better makeofighe e-learning as well as the
partnerships during the Meeting of WG MTSC and Mwegtook note of it.

The Meeting took of the report delivered by the RCARO and acknowledged the
strong support provided by RCARO to the RCA Progranme.

11. Report of the RCARO Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) on the activities of
the RCARO — RCANRM(43)/11

The Chair of the RCARO Standing Advisory Commit8AC) presented the report of the
324 Meeting of the RCARO SACAhnex 33.

The Meeting took note of the report of the 3% Meeting of RCARO SAC presented
by the RCARO SAC Chair and endorsed its recommenda&ins as attached in
Annex 33.

12. Report of the WG on the RCA 2018-2023 MTS Coordinabn by Chair of the WG
— RCANRM(43)/12

The Chair of the WG on the RCA 2018-2023 MTS Careaition gave a presentation on
the report of the WGAnnex 34).

The Meeting took note of the report presented by tla Chair of the WG MTSC.

The Meeting officially endorsed Yoshiko Okamoto (JR) and Alumande Dela Rosa

(PHI) as Chair and Deputy Chair of the MTSC WG. TheMeeting also agreed tq

approve the following recommendations by the WG:

e MTSC WG to develop a new mechanism to address theeads of new GPs, such
as establishing a special project targeting their eeds

* Noting the importance of monitoring the RCA project outputs after each
project cycle, the MTSC WG in cooperation with thelAEA Secretariat, to
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identify the most reasonable way to analyse the RC@roject outputs after each
project cycle

The Meeting also endorsed the draft letter from theRCA Chair to the Permanent
Missions of all GPs (Annex 35) which follows up omhe 2018 Declaration and
highlights that the 50th anniversary of the RCA wold be an opportune time for
EB contributions. The Meeting requested the NRs tprovide comments to the RCA
Chair within two weeks of conclusion of the Meetingand the RCA Chair to finalize
and distribute to the Permanent Missions of RCA GPwwithin one month of the
conclusion of the Meeting.

The Meeting recommended the NRs to review the draftpdates to the GOR (Annex
36) and give feedback to the MTSC WG with a view tdinalizing the new RRU
concept and guidelines at the 30GCM.

In regards to the copyright of e-learning modules esulted from RCA projects, the
Meeting noted the WG will further discuss on the isue.

The Meeting endorsed the MTSC WG Annual Work Plan B21 as attached in
Annex 37.

13. Report of the WG to draft RCA 2024-2029 MTS by Chai of the WG —
RCANRM(43)/13

The Chair of the WG to draft RCA 2024-2029 MTS gavaresentation on the report of
the WG Annex 38.

The Meeting took note of the report presented by t Chair of the WG to draft
RCA 2024-2029 MTS. The Meeting agreed to endorsedhlrerms of Reference for
the Drafting WG as attached in_Annex 39.

The Meeting noted the framework analysis conductetly the 2018-2023 MTS ang
recommended the NRs to provide comments to the Draig WG Chair within one
week after the NRM.

The Meeting endorsed the Drafting WG Annual Work Phn as attached in_Annex
40.

Noting the current Chair (AUL) has to step down a<Chair, the Meeting requested
the GPs, who volunteer to take over the role, infan the RCA Chair within one

week of the NRM. The Meeting appreciated the NR oAUL for his efforts and

contribution to the WG.
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14. Report of the Special Task Force on the preparationf the 53" Anniversary of
the RCA by the RCA Chair - RCANRM(43)/14

The RCA Chair delivered a presentation on the petjmm of the 50 Anniversary of the
RCA, on the specified items as followsnhex 41);

a. Update on the action plan for the 5 Anniversary of the RCA

b. Discussion on the preparation of the Ministerial Caference

The Meeting took note of the report of the Specialask Force on the preparation
of the 50" Anniversary of the RCA. The Meeting recommendedmay GP interested
to make Extra Budgetary (EBT) contributions shouldinform the STF Chair of
their possible intention for the EBT contributions within three weeks of the
conclusion of the 43" NRM, in order that the STF can start the actual peparation
for the 50" Anniversary.

The Meeting welcomed and appreciated ROK'’s intentin to contribute extra-
budgetary funds for supporting the celebration of he 50" Anniversary.

The 439 NRM reviewed the first draft of the Declaration of the Ministerial
Conference (Annex 42). The Meeting recommended tH¢Rs to give preliminary
comments to the STF Chair within three weeks of theonclusion of the NRM.

The Meeting took note of the official letter by VIEin regards to the hosting of the
RCA Ministerial Meeting (Annex 43). Taking into corsideration that the COVID-
19 pandemic would continue until the first half ofthe year 2022, the Meeting agreed
that the RCA Ministerial Meeting be held in Vienna, Austria, on the occasion of
51t RCA GCM and 66" IAEA General Conference in September 2022.

The Meeting endorsed THA to take the role as the meChair of the STF.

The Meeting approved the STF to have a meeting prido the 50" RCA GCM.

15. Presentation on the FNCA's activities by FNCA Advisr - RCANRM(43)/15

The FNCA Representative provided a report on thEAN activities Annex 44)

The Meeting took note of the report on the FNCA's ativities provided by the
representative of the FNCA. The Meeting noted themportance of strengthening
the cooperation between the RCA and FNCA through eohange of knowledge and
information. In this regards, cooperation on radiaion oncology will be considered
as a good example.
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16. Update on the acceptance of the 2017 RCA — RCANRMZ¥16

The RCA-FP provided an update on the acceptanteed?017 RCA Agreemenffinex
45).

KAM informed that the Instrument of Acceptance foe 2017 RCA Agreement will be
approved by the Royal Government of the Kingdor@afmbodia.

The Meeting welcomed the advice that twenty (20) dhe twenty-two (22) GPs have
submitted their instrument of acceptance of the 200 RCA to the Agency.

The Meeting looked forward to the remaining two (2)GPs (ElJ and_LAQO) depositing
their instrument of acceptance as soon as possible.

17. Arrangements for the 50" RCA GCM, the 44" and 45" RCA NRMs
VIE confirmed that the 42NRM will take place in Vietnam in 2022.

AUL confirmed that the 45NRM will take place in Australia in 2023.

The Meeting noted that the 5 GCM will be held in September 2021.

VIE confirmed that the 44" NRM will be held in Hanoi, Vietnam, in April, 2022, with
the form of the Meeting to be confirmed in due cowse taking into consideration of the
COVID-19 pandemic situation.

AUL confirmed that the 45" NRM will be held in Australia in late March or early
April, 2023.

18. Any Other Business

a. Proposal for setting up RCA Scholarship ProgrammeAnnex 46)

b. Proposal for partnership with ADB on energy plannirg (Annex 47)

c. Request of Viet Nam for consideration of organizindRCA Ministerial Meeting on
the occasion of the 51 RCA GCM in Sept 2022 in Vienna, Austria

With regard to the proposal on setting up the RCéhdBarship Programme, JPN
commented that its Government Scholarship seleatrieria and its procedures are
already well-established one, and realizing sugbaa for the RCA seems difficult. AUL
expressed similar concerns and requested thatrdposal, along with how it would be
funded be significantly developed before furthensideration by the NRs.

The Meeting took note of the proposal on setting uRCA Scholarship Programme
delivered by RCA-FP. The Meeting agreed on the str@ need for further
description of the proposed programme. In this regad, the Meeting requested the
IAEA to provide details of the programme for consicration of the 50" RCA GCM.
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The Meeting noted the difficulties in having a virual meeting and suggested tha
for future virtual meetings sufficient time should be given for detailed discussion
and deliberations for each item.

"2

The Meeting took note of the progress made under ghpartnership between the
RCA and Asia Development Bank (ADB), and approvedhe RCARO to follow up
the progress to establish a partnership project wit the ADB.

19. Closure

The RCA Chair thanked all participants for theirtiee participation and valuable
contributions, and declared the meeting adjourned.
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