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INTRODUCTION

The 32" RCA Generd Conference Meeting (GCM) was held on 17 September 2003 at the
IAEA Headquarters in Vienna, Audria Ddegatesfrom the 17 RCA Member States; Audtrdia
(AUL), Bangladesh (BGD), China (CPR), India (IND), Indonesia (INS), Republic of Korea
(ROK), Mdaysa (MAL), Mongolia (MON), Myanmar (MYA), New Zedand (NZE),
Pakistan (PAK), the Philippines (PHI), Singapore (SIN), Sri Lanka (SRL), Thalland .(THA)
and Vietnem (VIE) attended the Meeting. Representatives of RCA Regiond Office (RCARO)
aso participated. o >

- k‘rﬂk\-‘
DDG-TC (Ms. AnaMaria Cetto), DDG-NA (Mr. Werner Burkart /Dlﬁ-TC @h’ -Maz
Peter Salema), SH-TCAPS (Mr. M.N. Razley) and the RCA~Coorgindg Mr.P. Dias)
represented the IAEA. Agency’s Technicd Officers, Prqéct/CounQ\ flcgrs’ and support
deff aso attended. Thelist of the participantsis atach An QD

/"'H _r’"f
. OPENING - \4\1;

d
|.1 Remarks by the RCA Chair / w{}/
W

Prof. Rohini Hewamanna (SRL), the eu?;er(n?/gﬁ Chair, in her opening remarks, welcomed the
participants to this important m@-’ The Chair dso welcomed the DDG-TC, DDG-NA,
DIR-TCPA and SH-TCA apl(ed them for their presence. The Chair aso recognized
the newly appoint u%}dla}fNatlond RCA Representative Dr. Ron Cameron, and
Welcomeglh’ imto |rlg/

e |mportance of this Meeting and expressed the hope that it would

ar r
Q@inwdugwe outcomes for further improvement of the RCA.

1.2 Mesmgesfrom I|AEA
The Chair invited the DDG-TC to deliver her message on behdf of the Agency.

The Deputy Director Genera (Technical Cooperation) thanked the RCA Member States for
inviting her to attend the meeting. She spoke on the responghilities of the Nationd RCA
Representatives and the Agency policy on nationd and regiond programmes. She noted that
the regiond projects should be of regiond interest and remarked on the need to consder the
advantages of the regiond agreements in designing regiond projects. She commented on the
important step taken by the RCA in edtablishing a Regiond Office and commended the
Government of Koreafor its support. She wished the del egates a successful meeting.

The Message of the DDG-TC isgivenin Annex I



The Charr thanked the DDG-TC for her remarks and invited the DDG-NA to ddiver his
message.

The Deputy Director General (Nuclear Sciences and Applications) thanked the Member States
for inviting him for the Meeting. He congratulated the Nationad RCA Representatives for the
progress achieved in the RCA and spoke on the close collaboration between the RCA and
Depatment of Nuclear Sciences and Applications. He noted that a mgority of the world
population lives in RCA countries and noted that the Agency was willing to provide asgstance
to overcome development and humanitarian problems faced by the region. Hew’éh the

Member States a successful Mesting. f
B
The Message of the DDG-NA isgivenin Annex 1. / /
/”f“
The Chair thanked DDG-NA for his remarks. *{\ x’
xp

|.3 Adoption of Agenda et

The Chair invited comments from the /Jﬂoor r@%he roposed agenda. The Agenda was
adopted after changing item VII. (Repo O Advisory Committee) to V1.1, item
V1.1 (Adoption of the Reso utlon) tQ \Q Iteg}\fll .2 (Extenson of the Interim Operation of
the RCARO) to VII.1, ,and it Rep6rt on the Progress of the RCARO in 2003 and
proposed Work Planff’or 200@@ l. Zf‘T he adopted Agendais givenin Annex 1.

RCA Coordiﬁ'éto m}hough every effort was made to post dl the relevant documents
needqiffor the Mh{b RCA web-gteit had been brought to his notice that most of the
N,alon “R N/@wtatlv&s had experienced difficulties in accessng the web-gte. He
o ed to the Nationad RCA Representatives for the inconvenience and said hard copies of
\th ant_ documents have been included in the folders distributed to the NRs on account of

th\}*ﬁ iy x",/

SH-TCPAS explained that the Agency understood the difficulty to access the webdte.
However, he noted that it was the Agency’s generd palicy to post meeting documents on the
RCA Members Only Website instead of preparing hard copies. Nevertheless he shared some
MSs views about the difficulties of usng the webste to retrieve necessary information and
making copies of the documents. He emphasized the need to upgrade € ectronic communication
cgpability among MSs and aso with the Agency.

RCA Coordinator Mr. P. Dias and Mr. John Chung of RCARO were gppointed as the
rapporteurs of the Meeting

1. 25" Meeting of National RCA Representatives — Colombo Sri
Lanka, 26" —28™ May 2003



I1.1 Adoption of the M eeting Report

The RCA Coordinator explained that the draft of the 25" Nationd RCA Representatives
Mesting report had been circulated to MSs for their comments. He said that the report was
amended based on the comments received from the Member States but two revisions proposed
by RCARO could not be incorporated into the verson tabled at the Meeting. The report was
adopted by the Meeting with the two amendments proposed by RCARO.

—

The Meeting adopted the report of the 25" meeting of the National RCA
Representatives.

- L"ﬁ L )
. .f F‘\_
1.2 Matters arisng from the Report o """f
/”f“ ﬁ&.:\%
1.2 a Follow-up Actions ,{\
.,,1

The RCA Coordinator presented the follow-up m}o’ns ans the"25th NRM Report and
highlighted some of them. (Annex I11) ,,;-‘ \CJ* f,f

He said that the publication of a panphlet @} SLJ.GC% stories could not be completed
before the General Conference mesting insufficient feed back. The RCA Coordinator
said that the LCCs will be request in'to ,erBmlt success stories and to provide them by
November so that it could be kabmghwmm 2003. It was decided to include success stories
over recent yearsyv withot li

-y

.—-" [ 3
Regarding.the R@Q% the RCARO, the RCA Coordinator recalled that MSs had been
requaeﬂ to submit ther views in writing to the RCARO Advisory Committee by 20 July 2003.
Oﬂfy Ji@ bm;tl’ed its viewsin writing and the RCARO AC has darified the issue raised.

\[ Ceérdl nator offered to clarify any other issues regarding the follow-up actions.
N

s

11.2. b. Task Force Report on RCA Management Issues

AUL presented the interim report of the Task Force* that was appointed at the 25™ Mesting of
the Nationa RCA Representatives to look into the management issues of the RCA. AUL
requested the Member States and the RCA Office to provide past RCA Meeting Reports and
other documents needed by the Task Force. The Char suggested the appointment of a
convenor to facilitate the functioning of the Task Force. AUL suggested an informa meeting of
the Members of the Task Force at the end of the RCA Genera Conference Meeting be

convened.
* Task Force Members; AUL, MAL, NZE and PHI.

The Meeting decided that MSs should provide necessary information to the Task
Force within the next two months. The Meeting also decided to appoint a convenor to
the Task Force.




[1.2. c. RCA Logo

The Chair invited the RCARO to report on the draft design of the RCA logo. The RCARO
reported that the RCA logo had been redesigned based on the Mercator’ s projection method in
order to geographicaly accommodate al MSs in the logo. The Meseting expre: its
gppreciation of the RCARO's efforts. CPR suggested that it would be useful if théMeeting
would aso set out guiddines for the practical use of the logo, such asthe IocatOn of word
“RCA” when it is used with the LOGO. The revised logo is given mAnnex V. L‘ P

A 2%

The Meeting decided to provide comments on the newly designed RCA logo to
RCARO as early as possible and discuss the matter together with guidelines of using
thelogo at the next NRM.

o " i
The Chair brought to the notice of the Mérn es thaf"fthree items, namdy, 1)
implementation of RCA Vision, 2) wstanablll_ -rglLa1€eof nuclear inditutions, and 3)
harmonization of non-RCA projects, were d%g}u at the 25" Mesting of the Nationd RCA
Representatives.  The Meeting -decided ss-these items a the 26" Meeting of the
Nationd RCA Repreﬁentatlyes snce&bg;e asmsufﬁcuent time to ded with dl the issues @ the
Generd Conference Meeti' ng. '\Q\-f

J“‘k

The Meeting decided to defer the discussions on the three items deferred at the 25"
NRM to the26™ NRM.

» )
pUs Agft%ﬁ of the RCA Annual Report 2002

,
Tt& A,Coordl nator was invited to report on the status of RCA Annua Report 2002. The
Mémg was informed the report has been posted on the RCA Members Only Web-stewith
editorid inputs from the Philippines as decided at the 25" Mesting of the Nationd RCA
Representatives. PHI was thanked for its contribution.

MAL recdled the decison made at the Colombo NRM that the Annua Report be posted on
IAEA TC website.

Mr. Bill Wdlin Technicd Officer for the project “Use of Isotopes for Dam Safety and
Sugtainability (RAS8/093)"inquired why dam safety and ground water had not been included in
the Annua Report as part of the project achievements. PHI clarified that the * Access To Clean
Drinking Water’ project had been included in the executive summary.

AUL sad there had been difficulties in accessing the Annua Report from the RCA Website and
urged that quick access should be facilitated for important documents such as the Annud
Report. AUL dso sad that there were number of errors and omissons in the Report and
therefore, AUL was unwilling to accept the report at this point. AUL proposed that the Annual
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Report be adopted after it is corrected based on the comments of the Nationd RCA
Representatives.

The Chair suggested that M Ss should forward their comments on the 2002 Annua Report to
the RCA Office within one month  The Chair requested M Ss to thoroughly review the Report
and make any comments necessary. The RCA Coordinator was requested to send the Annual
Report to the National RCA Representatives by E-mall.

IND agreed that the one-month time frame would be sufficient since final adoption offthe/Eerort
as the next NRM would betoo late. Pl

D
CPR dated that when the Agency communicated with MSs, it w hoped -A’gmq/
would use not only eectronic means but dso dternative trans*n@on methqtz) Pé( ad in

special cases hard copy of the document were required. -~ ,\:'\
. AN

The Meeting decided that the National RCA Representatives should submit their
comments on the RCA Annual Report for 2002 within one-month and to adopt it after
the amendments are made based on these comments.

f’__..--- k ‘b— "-'f’{__.,
IV.RCA ProgrammeforP’ZOOi(...S dn-

-~
_.-—"

The RCA Coordinator- m/ade ;@\\'&l orf on the status of RCA programmes for 2004. There
were 35 active pr,oyects in pf ‘which 9 projects are to be closed before the end of the
year. Itwas noted tr flqga mber of events for 2003 comprised of 23 Training Courses and
31 Meang's and ops’ Programme for 2004 comprises of 31 Training Courses and 25
Meetmgs opé Details of events planned for 2004 were included in the folders
,dr/ ribyted tolthe Nat’onal RCA Representatives who were requested asss implementation of
\:[h% r_q,eby hosting the events. Detalls of the programmes for 2003 and 2004 are given
inARnex V.~

b
v
o

The Meeting decided that the National RCA Representatives should inform the RCA
Office of the eventsthey can host in 2004, as early as possible.

V. Recommendations of the Lead Country Coordinators M eeting

The Chair invited the RCA Coordinator to present the recommendations of the Lead Country
Coordinators Mesting held in August 2003 and thanked AUL for preparing the meeting report.

V.1 Proposed Programme for 2005-06

The RCA Coordinator said that the Lead Country Coordinators Meeting was held on 4-8 of

August 2003, and the LCCs were given an opportunity to interact with IAEA Technicd

Officersin their respective areas. 84 project proposas were received by the RCA Officeindl

the thematic sectors, and after evaluating the project proposas and the pagt activities in the

respective thematic sectors, the Lead Country Coordinators recommended a programme
7



comprising of 24 projects for 2005-2006. These 24 proposals comprise of 9 new projects, 3
continuations* and 7 extendons**. |n addition there are 5 new projects with objectives smilar
to the projects implemented under the current cycle and therefore can be considered as either
new projects or extensions. Thetota budget of the proposed programme is US$ 5.42 million.
* Continuations — Projects for which funds have been allocated for the extended period
at the time of approval.
** Extensions — Projects that are to be extended beyond one TC Cycle with no allocation
of funds for the extended period, at the time of initial approval. - /\

- \

AUL expressed the need for along-term drategy and to identify the Iong—term heeds of

thematic area commented on the large number of project proposed by th /9 Member /d
of the necessity to reduce the number of RCA projects. ,f ,-\ ,V ...»-"

IND endorsed the views expressed by AUL and queried me and Ahel"'lf&CA’ will develop
such a grategy. IND noted that the LCC for Industry has on MO projects for the
next cycle and regretted that the other sectors ha<7e not*ﬁ%r ed ,sult A review of the
percentages decided by Dhaka NRM on dlocatlon e,ach thematic sector was dso
suggested. IND further observed that the/ET\lO %\% thefpotentld to reduce the cost of
conducting mestings by developlng /l;he m vntud medtings, but no separate
dlocation has been for this The of «rﬁdlcatlons of possble linkage with the
FNCA in project formulati ony” in spltgi(f@ referénces in the past reports to the synergy with
the FNCA was aso notea” \,-..?\_z

PHI concurred With '336' IND™ ‘about the need for developing long-term strategies and
noted that Ihe N A;Rqoresemalv&e have lost sght of the technical aspects of the
progrgm’me % the need for inputs from Nationa RCA Representatives in project

f_pmﬁul on atgd’ the need to identify the regiond status of the Radiation Protection
iﬁog%' ore’f naizing the nationa projects in radiation protection.

A\{L lrnfo{med that a Consultant's Meeting will be held in December 2003 to identify the
natlor‘id and regiond needsin radiation protection.

ROK sad dthough a request was made at the at the 25™ Meeting of the Nationd RCA
Representatives for the results of the evduation of the Lead Country Coordinators to be
provided to the Nationd RCA Representatives, it was not done. The RCA Coordinator
informed that the Lead Country Coordinators were requested to do so, but the report of the
Lead Country Coordinators Meeting could be only findized a few days before the Generd
Conference, since the LCC Meeting was held in August.

BGD aso stressed on the need for fewer and better projects and commented on the need for
improvement of communication between the Lead Country Coordinators and the National RCA
Representatives. The need to submit project proposals through Nationd RCA Representatives
was stressed. BGD dso pointed out that the present procedure for selecting projects is not
satisfactory and stated that there is a need to evauate the impact of the projectsimplemented in



the past. Development of aRegiond Profile Framework smilar to Country Profile Frameworks
used for nationd projects was proposed by BGD.

SH-TCAPS informed the Medting that it is most unlikely that a Regiond Profile Framework
could be prepared because it would be a very complicated task. Instead of a Regiond Profile
Framework, preparation of a regiond profile for each sector identifying the future needs was
suggested.

PHI commented on the need to set a new direction for RCA so that it can make afdlf/\e‘mnce
and proposed that a day should be devoted for brainsorming on thisissue at thgﬁed
the National RCA Representatives. ~

ra

[ *'*

AUL suggested that the Lead Country Coordinators should |da1tjiyf;eg|on@@|tl esefor each
thematic sector. IND supported this view and said th|S|rTforpa5 madé avalableto

the National RCA Representatives one month prlor to the W\N@ of,,ﬂ‘ie Nationa RCA
Representatives. P
CPR expressed its support for the proposed 20 5®Z)~6ﬂ;.progranme CPR aso mentioned
need to be informed of who the Lesd Coug;% e ,ZF e Mesting was informed that the
proposals in the Health sector w/bmtted not been considered and it is necessary to
make sure dl the propo&is/avé receiyed Dy trlg_lf_fead Country Coordinators. CPR said it was
not formally informed of the “gf/ LC for Hedlth sector from INS to JPN and therefore
CPR submitted Hedth’ sector, opp@sto INS only.
p o

SH-TCAPS tat t%&"fmas’declded to periodicaly review the appointment of the Lead
Country C dll’% at. the 24™ Mesting of the Nationd RCA Representatives hdd in the
RepUbI eof ,,JF’N was designated as the Lead Country Coordinator for Hedth from
\ oﬁ\iv_grd and’l NS for 2003-2004 a this Mesting.

Thq gﬁg approved the programme recommended by the Lead Country Coordinators, given

in Annex VI.

The Meeting approved the project proposals recommended by the Lead Country
Coordinatorsfor 2005-06.

The Meeting decided that the Lead Country Coordinator s should identify the priorities
in each thematic sector and submit for the review of the next Meeting of the National
RCA Representatives, one month before the mesting.

SH-TCAPS raterated that the project proposals that are to be submitted for Agency support
under Technical Cooperation Fund should be submitted to the Agency before the 31% of
December 2003 and should be prepared according to the Agency format. The Nationd RCA
Representatives were informed that there would not be a fixed dlocation of funds for the RCA
and as the DDG-TC stated in her remarks to the Meeting, the Agency would alocate fundsto
optimise the benefits to the Member States. The same appraisal procedure thet applied for

9



nationa projects would aso apply for the regiona projects. It was suggested that Lead
Country Coordinators and Project Committees be utilized to ensure the project proposals met
the requirements of the Agency and demongtrated the vaue-addition of the projects under the
RCA Agreement. Submission of the project proposas by the Chair of the RCA on behdf of all
Member States was suggested since it is not possible for al Member States to sign the project
proposals.

Member States expressed severd views in this regard. MAL queried whether this. would
include the obligation to pay Assessed Programme Cost.  After a lengthy dls;tmon the
Member States decided that as an interim measure, the Chair of the RCA would submt the
Project Proposdls to the Agency on behdf of dl the Member States and- the N&tIQ[H Cﬁ‘e
Representatives would further discuss the procedure to be adopted for Subml %@ﬁ[@ject

proposalsto the Agency at the next Meseting. x’

\“»“3&
- iﬁ\\*"ﬁ -

The Meeting decided as an interim measure the Chair of the RCA would submit the
Project Proposalsto the Agency for 2005-2006 pr oj ects.

The Meeting requested the Secretariat to revise the project request form for regional
projects and submit it for review at the next Meeting of the National RCA

Repr&eentatives
Q&

V.2 Recomw;}wns,en Operatlonal Matters

A MI on- of the Chair, the RCA Coordinator introduced the recommendations made by
H'the Country Coordinators Meeting on operationd matters and said these
reoommmdatlons concern the definition of the role of Thematic Sector Lead Country
Coordinators, improving the procedure for preparation of project proposals, clear definition of
the channds of communication, a proper procedure for desgnation of Lead Countries,
coordination between national and regiond projects and development of strategic plans for each
thematic sector. The difference between the current practices adopted by the RCA and the
procedures gtipulated in the RCA Guiddines and Operating Rules was dso highlighted. The
recommendations of the Lead Country Coordinators on operationd matters are given in Annex
VII.
IND requested the RCA Coordinator to revise the Guiddines and Operating Rules and provide
adraft for the consideration of the next meeting of the Nationa RCA Representatives.

The Meeting decided that the RCA Guidelinesand Operating Rules should berevised
to make them consistent with the procedures followed and requested the RCA
Coordinator to prepare a draft for the consideration of the next Meeting of the
National RCA Representatives.

10




V1. Resolution on RCA Regional Office
V1.1 Report of the RCARO Advisory Committee

The Char of RCARO Advisory Committee (AC), Prof. N. Choudhury (BGD), reported that
the 4" AC mesting was hdld a the IAEA Headquarters on 13" September 2003 with the
participation of the members of the Advisory Committee (AUL, CPR, BGD, IND;"RO and
the RCA Coordinator) the RCA Chair, representatives from RCARO and SH:TCA PS L\.,t

ol )

e
The Meeting was informed that the AC has reviewed the draft Resol /utlon on fient
of the RCARO, revised the draft following consultations W|th INational QA/ epr estntatives
and the amended draft Resolution is now tabled for adoption.
bl /

The Chair of RCARO aso reported that the AC h’ag reviewg hefRCARO 2003-04 Work
Plan and advised RCARO to consult with AC,Nquf{be RCA-Coordinator when initiating

new programmes. o\ ; .
O\,

,f

VII. 2 Adoption of the R&eolu;_ion C‘..S

,_f

The Chair requested theM een n@@n& depfaﬁoptl on of the Resolution and invited comments.

AUL announced |ts ‘"&lon 1o the Government of the Republic of Korea for financidly
supporting- RCA comrﬁended RCARO's efforts up to now. AUL hoped tha the
Meetmg’ wol Iﬁ\thw:{eﬁolunon without deferring it further, so that the RCARO could
demon rﬁe‘{ﬁ\.lppo’rt of RCA MSs for the establishment and operation of the RCARO, to
“the overnment AUL brought to the notice of the Meeting that the resolution is not on the
,ad)ects of the RCARO but is an instrument to demondirate its recognition by the

M‘q:npgéates

MAL aso expressed its gppreciation of the efforts of the ROK in thisregard. Referring to the
remarks of the DDG-TC at the opening, MAL said that the RCARO was an important step in
the progress of the RCA. MAL brought to the notice of the Meseting that this was the first time
the RCA is adopting a resolution on a decison made and expressed the view that the exact
wording of the decision of the 30" GC Mesting should be used in the resolution.

AUL sad that the adoption of a resolution is new to the RCA working process, but this option
has been decided on after consdering dl the other available options.

The Meeting decided to adopt the resolution with the following amendments.

1) Preambular paragraph €) to be revised using the exact wording of the decision of the
30™ RCA general Conference Meeting.

11



2) Preambular paragraph f) to be revised using the exact wording of the decision of the
31% RCA general Conference M eeting.

3) Operational paragraph 1. to berevised to indicate the duration of the interim period.

At the request of MAL the Chair read out the amended paragraphs.
AN
The amended Resolution is given in Annex VI1I. ”‘“—

Upon adoption of the resolution, ROK expressed its appreciation to theChar l\(L EA>
and the RCARO AC. il

_f’ff 3 ﬁé«.fx
C;‘s

VI1.1 Extension of the Interim Operational Pgnrbd of th 2C RO”

VIl. RCA Regional Office

The Chair invited BGD (RCARO AC Chail r) \og@ﬁ?ﬁe;ecommmdal ons of the RCARO
Advisory Committee in this regard. BGD r that thé AC has recommended an extension
of the current two-year interim opératlo Igy ‘One more year in order to make it possible
to take the measures neededzfér the fgt on’ of the RCARO.

BGD dso sad that the A ’%rtedr the enthusiasm of the RCARO in the past year and
advised the RQATRO W n clo’ée cooperation with UNESCAP and other funding agencies.

ROK »sald aepe-y extenson of the interim period was sufficient to take the necessary legd

,.measurix

The Meeting decided to extend the interim operational period of RCARO by another
year, until March 2005.

BGD dso informed the Meeting of the need to gppoint a committee for the sdection of the
Director of the RCARO and requested IAEA and ROK to nominate representatives. Three
more representatives are to be nominated by the Member States.

The Meeting decided to nominate three representatives to the Committee for
Selection of the Director of the RCARO and to request ROK and the IAEA to
nominate their representatives

VI11.2 Report on the Progress of the RCARO in 2003 and the Proposed Work Plan for
2004.

The Chair invited the Director of RCARO (Mr. Jn-Kyoung Kim) to report the 2003-04 Work
Plan. The Meeting was informed that activities of RCARO were largely focused on increasing
12




the RCA awareness and promoting RCA partnerships according to the mandate given to the
RCARO by MSs. Since a present RCARO was under interim operation, emphasis was dso
placed on building the operational bass s0 as to establish the necessary legd measures for
operation of the RCARO. The RCARO Director noted that some of the new initiatives such as
the Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme, the Master’ s Degree Programme in Nuclear Energy,
and a few more activities consstent with the Agency’ s effort to preserve nuclear knowledge are
being carried out and hoped the programmes initisted by the RCARO would be endorsed by
NRM. When initigting new programmes in the future, RCARO would consult with AQ\ MSs
and report to NRM for endorsement. MSs advised the RCARO to report, on its.new
programmes when initiating, for endorsement by NRM. The Work Plan of R(;ARO for 2003—
2004 isgivenin Annex IX. a4 k‘“" )
v."n&_ C/.
PHI commented that the activities of the RCARO should reflept the RCQ}aQ theMember
States should have the ownership of the RCARO. ,\’
"%t

PAK commended the RCARO and indicated its support f Euvme;sfundertd(en within its
mandate and with the endorsement of the RCA Me emii’s;atei 4

The Meeting decided that the activitles proposed to beundertaken by the RCARO on
behalf of RCA, should be submitted to the National RCA Representatives for their

endor sement
\{j‘*
VI, 26" Meeting W&bnal RCA Representatives

PAK. ocihflr its offer to"host the 26™ Mesting of the Nationad RCA Representatives, which

WoUId rg%mng the first wesk of April 2004. MSswelcomed the proposal for a Strategic
on. and a Scientific Forum during the Mesting, and hoped the host country could
old these events. The importance of taking follow-up action arisng from the Scientific
Fonum 1\ held during the 239 NRM in Dhakawas also stressed.

THA was proposed as the dternétive host for the 26" Mesting.

The Meeting decided to hold the 26" NRM in PAK in April 2004 over a period of four
days, with one day devoted to a “brainstorming” session on strategic planning, and
with a Scientific Forum to be held during one after noon.

| X. Other Matters

The RCA Coordinator reported that the Quadripartite meeting of the RCA, AFRA, ARCAL
and ARASIA would be held on 18 September 2003 at 15:00 pm at CO7 Room V of the VIC,
and will be Chaired by ARCAL. As decided, at the 25" NRM, the current, past and next
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Chairs (SRL, ROK and PAK) and Lead Countries for Environment (NZE) and Industry (IND)
would represent RCA.  The RCA Coordinator, representatives from RCARO would dso
paticipate in the meeting as observers. NZE and IND would present success stories
respectively on RCA environment and industry projects.

AUL proposed that the RCA project RAS/6/038, “Strengthening Medicad Physics through
Education and Training” be implemented in collaboration with the Asa Federation of Medical
Physiciss (AFOMP). The participation of the AFOMP, one of the chapters of the Internationa
Organization of Medicd Physics (IOMP), was seen to be a cruciad partner. AF@M was
regarded as the highest authority in medica physics in the region. It was |rp|fjortantt the
project was implemented in partnership with this organization. The proleg Was di g&.g}
the representatives of AFOMP and areas of cooperation were defined:” The -of the
RCA NRs was required to regularize this arrangement. AUL r,equested @ gﬂf by the

Mesting for thisjoint interaction. ‘\
N

The Meeting endor sed theinvolvement of the Asia Federation of Medlcal Physicistsin
the RCA project.

~O>

AUL commented on the long delay’ in flna@\n%"me Mélng Reports and said that this should be
rectified. 5

,/' \f-ﬁ\..z

It was decided that the RCA Coordlnator should circulate drafts of the meeting reports
to National RCA Representative within one month after the meeting, the National
RCA Representatives should submit their comments within two weeks and the RCA
Coordinator should circulate the final draft within two weeks after receiving the
comments of the National RCA Representatives.

\SI;N?CPAS informed the Medting that from the next Meeting of the Nationd RCA
Répr_gwﬁ‘[atlv&, the announcement of the Meetings would be made by the RCA Coordinator
and not by DDG-TC. The Mesting agreed to this change in procedure.

PHI distributed copies of CDs prepared for use in secondary schools for teaching nuclear

physics and hoped it would also be useful for the other Member States. The Nationd RCA
Representatives expressed their gppreciation to PHI.

X. Closing

The Chair thanked the National RCA Representatives, RCARO and IAEA Secretariat for their
cooperation in conducting the Meeting. She aso thanked the engineer for his technical support.
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